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Attached is enough reading material to keep you busy until next Valentine’s Day. Why are you receiving
this massive book of"Workshop 5 Information"? Because it contains the CALFED Bay-Delta Program’s
first set of draft alternatives for solving long-term problems in the Bay-Delta system.

This 700-square-mile area of sloughs and marshes, where the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta meets the San
Francisco Bay, supplies two thirds of California’s water and supports one of the nation’s largest agricultural
economies. Even if you have never seen the Bay-Delta system, it’s critical to your readers. What happens
in the Bay-Delta will affect California’s water supply, water quality, and ecosystem for the next several
decades.

The draft alternatives contained in the attached packet result from months of public input and technical
analysis. Each alternative is a combination of actions assembled to form a comprehensive solution to Bay-
Delta problems in ecosystem health, water quality, water supply, and levee vulnerability. As you will see
from reading them, the alternatives vary. Some emphasize reoperating the existing system while others
concentrate on construction of new facilities. All of them, however, include a wide array of actions: gone
is the illusion that one operational change or one new structure could solve the myriad interlocking problems
in the Bay-Delta system.

Release of these alternatives is just one step, albeit an important one, on the road to a healthy Bay-Delta
system. Rather than providing "the" answer, this list of alternatives is meant to capture the full range of
reasonable solutions. Your readers will probably like some of the alternatives and dislike others. The
alternatives will change significantly based on public input and further technical analysis before mid-March,
when we refine the list to eight or ten alternatives. Ultimately, we expect to release three to five promising
alternatives during the third week of May.

If you have questions about this packet, please contact Public Affairs .Officer Mary Kelley at 916/657-2666.

Thanks for your interest in this collaborative effort to "fix" the Bay-Delta system.
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